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A Word from the President
IMPORTANT DATES
(for locations and times, check the
event calendar on 20over9..org)

Aug 27
- Ohio QSO Party
Aug 31—Sept 5
- Canfield Fair
Sept 3
- Radio Club Breakfast
Sept 10
- Ohio State Parks on
the Air
Sept 13
- Club Meeting
Sept 17
- NF Schools Color Run
Sept 18
- Silly Science Sunday

I hope everyone has been
able to enjoy summer compared to last year of rain
and cold weather (darn volcanoes) we have had some
great success this year with
events and activities but it
can always be better. We
need your help in getting
these and new activities off
the ground and well attended.
The Ohio QSO Party sponsored by the Mad River Radio Club K8MAD in southern
Michigan is a great opportunity to get newly licensed
hams on the air as well as
introduce the fun that can

Wow! Can we believe it is
already August? So much
stuff has passed and so
much more is ahead of us
for our club this year. We've
had Field Day in June, our
hamfest in July, we've
helped with several local
activities including the
Austintown fireworks, and
now we are heading towards the Canfield Fair!!

Friday Night 2 Meter Net is
held at 9:20PM.

day once everything is up
and running.

registry. We will be Manning
our booth at the fair from
Wednesday the 31st
through Monday September
5th. We are looking for people to be there each day
between the hours of 11
a.m. and 8 p.m. We will shut
down operations at the
booth at 8 p.m., if you can
come out and assist any
and all help is greatly appreciated.

ready to go that's needed
for full operation of our special events station. If you're
not able to make it out to
the fair, check us out on the
radio. We will be operating
under special event call sign
of W8F.

With the end of Summer
means Canfield Fair time,
August 31st – September 5th
we have a few people who
are out everyday morning,
noon and night but it would
be nice to see more of you
coming out to lend a hand
so others can go enjoy some
of the fair as well, if you can
only help for a few hours
that is fine as well, we’ll
have the Special Event Station W8F, we’ll have a new
Continued on page 14

Vice President’s Corner
Hello everyone,

K8TKA, is on 147.315MHz /
156.7pl
located in Austintown Ohio.

be had to the general public. This is the clubs first
time participating and it
should feel almost like a
mini Field Day but without
trying to work the entire
country in 24 hours. We will
have at least 3 stations operating but you are encouraged to bring your HF gear
out to operate on one of the
bands from Noon till Midnight. We have several wire
HF antennas, and a great
place to setup with almost
luxurious accommodations
where we hold our meetings, we will also have a
small foxhunt in the area if
there is enough interest that

Speaking of the fair, if you
can help we have a link you
can go to on your computer
and sign up for the days and
times you may be able to
assist at the fair. We divided
the time frames into 3 hour
increments, but if you can
not stay for the full 3 hours
that is ok, just note it in the
notes area on the sign up

Set up for the fair will be on
Sunday August 28th at 10
a.m. Meet at the senior center first to gather all materials needed and then we will
move out to the fairgrounds
to begin set up of the radio
club area. Please let George
know if you can help. This
set up includes placement
of the antenna and ensuring
that we have everything

Speaking of radio, we have
two events coming up where
you can come out and work
the radios with the club. The
first is on Saturday August
27th for the Ohio QSO party.
This will be held at the
Austintown Senior Center
112 Westchester Drive
where we meet for our
meetings. The event will run
from 10 a.m. until about 8
p.m. Our second operation
will be on Saturday SeptemContinued on page 14
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20/9 ARC, Officers
President:
George Meleski KC8RJS
KC8RJS@arrl.net
330.651.3833
Vice President:
Dotti O’Neil-Meleski
KC8SYF KC8SYF@arrl.net
330.651.3811
Treasurer:
Rich Hamaker KB8YHC
KB8YHC@zoominternet.net
330.792.4019
Secretary:
Jan Hamaker
KC8PUO
KC8PUO@zoominternet.net
330.792.4019
Trustee:
Paul Resh
N8GKE
330.319.3901
Trustee:
David Bresk
KA8PSH
OHCOP@aol.com
330.782.8730
Trustee:
Andrew Kitchens
KD8YRA
akitchens@ajkservices.com
614.321.9703
Classes and VE Exams:
contract@20over9.org
330.651.8420
Newsletter Information:
Shawn Donley
KE8ENU
resonator@20over9.org
330.507.2270

Treasurer Information and Update

Dues still remain the same $15 for an
individual and $20 for family.
We have added a PayPal link to the
website for membership. You can mail
to Rich Hamaker, Treasurer at the address listed below, or you can come to
a club meeting at the Austintown Senior Center!!
20/9 ARC K8TKA
4939 East Radio Rd.
Austintown, OH 44515
73, KB8YHC Rich Hamaker

Do you need a new member identification badge?
On several occasions during
the year, members of the
20/9 club will volunteer for
various community projects
and events. We have
started to issue new membership badges and you can
get yours at the next regular
club meeting. Come to the
meeting and during break,
we will take your photo and

ask you your information for
your badge. Before you
leave the meeting, your new
badge will be ready and you
can take it with you. There
is no charge for the badge;
however, we may have some
events during the year that
require some identification.
So if you are thinking of volunteering or attending these

events, we encourage to you
to try to make the next regular meeting on 7 p.m. Tuesday,
day September 13, 2016 at
the Austintown Senior Center.

Need to Test? - New Monthly Test Date Scheduled
20/9 will now have a scheduled monthly testing day.
It is currently set for the first
Monday of the month, 6
p.m. at the Austintown Senior Center. This date will
also be published to the
public on ARRL. If you wish
to test or upgrade test for
your license, please e-mail
contact@20over9.org to

20/9 Radio Club, Inc. - www.20over9.org

schedule for your testing.
When you test, you will need
to bring two forms of identification, a photo copy of your
current license (if you are
upgrading), a calculator (cell
phones are not permitted),
and two #2 pencils.
If this date does not meeting
your schedule, please contact us to arrange for an-

other date/time.
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AREA HAMFESTS (Within 50 miles)

09/11/2016
BCARA SwapFest

10/23/2016
Massillon ARC Hamfest

Location: Butler, PA
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor:
Butler County Amateur Radio Association
Website: http://www.w3udx.org

Location: Massillon, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Massillon Amateur Radio Club
Website: http://www.w8np.org

9/25/2016
Cleveland Hamfest and Computer Show
Location: Berea, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Hamfest Association of Cleveland
Website: http://www.hac.org
they’ll have a go box contest too

Ohio QSO Party - August 27 - Austintown Senior Center
Why join the party? To get
on the air, have fun, and
work a few (or many!) like
minded hams
during the contest period. In
the Ohio QSO Party (OhQP),
Ohioans are the “DX” and
are sought
out. Simple antennas can
easily generate pileups or

work most anyone you can
hear, so get on

for rules, please check out
the following website:

and join the fun!

http://www.ohqp.org/

20/9 will be setting up at
the Austintown Senior Center to join in with the party.
Come on our and help working the stations. The more
the merrier so to speak.

The rules can be found at:
http://www.ohqp.org/
images/
OhQPGuide2011.pdf
Hope to see you there!

For more information and

Are you on Facebook? Help promote the club’s events and activities...
If you are on Facebook, you
can help promote the club to
your friends and family too.
All you have to do is share,
comment, or like some of
our posts and invite your
friends to our events. It
would be amazing to have
information about our
events spread around Facebook users throughout the

Mahoning Valley and see
them come on in for attendance or even become
members. This can only be
done with your help. The
reach of our posts would
expand exponentially just by
you simply hitting the share
button. So, the next time
you see a club post or event
made on the club page, take

a few moments and share it
with your friends. If you are
not a fan of the club’s Facebook page, you can find it at:
https://
www.facebook.com/209Amateur-Radio-Club253735086364/
.

Photos from this year’s
20/9 Hamfest on
July 10, 2016

20/9 Radio Club, Inc. - www.20over9.org
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Comments in FCC “Symbol Rate” Rule Making Proposal Due by October 11

This was found
on the Internet,
so it must be
true:
September is
national buy
your husband a
new amateur
radio month!

Reported (8/12/2016) by ARRL

The FCC will accept public
comments in response to a
July FCC Notice of Proposed
Rule Making (NPRM
NPRM)
NPRM in WT
Docket 16-239 — the
“Symbol Rate” proceeding —
are due by October 11. Reply comments — ie, comments on comments already
filed — are due by November
11. The NPRM now has
been published in The Federal Register, thus opening
the respective 60-day and
30-day comment/reply comment windows.

In response to a 2013 ARRL
Petition for Rule Making
RM(RM
RM-11708),
11708 the FCC proposed to revise the Amateur
Service Part 97 rules to
eliminate current baud rate
limitations for data emissions, consistent with
ARRL’s Petition, but it declined to propose a bandwidth limitation for data
emissions in the MF and HF
bands to replace the baud
rate limitations. ARRL had
asked the FCC to change
the Part 97 rules to delete
the symbol rate limits in
§97.307(f) and replace
them with a maximum bandwidth for data emissions of

2.8 kHz on amateur frequencies below 29.7 MHz.
Interested parties may comment on the NPRM in WT
Docket 16-239 via the FCC’s
Electronic Comment Filing SerEFCS),
vice (EFCS
EFCS as well as by mail.

BIRDS CubeSat Constellation to Launch in 2017
Reported (8/12/2016) by ARRL

The BIRDS team
from Mongolia, holding the satellite

AMSAT-UK reports that four
CubeSats will comprise the
BIRDS (Joint Global MultiNation Birds) constellation,
which is set to deploy from
the International Space Station (ISS) in 2017. The 1U
CubeSats — BIRD-B, BIRD-J,
BIRD-G, and BIRD-M — have
identical designs, will use
the same Amateur Radio
frequencies, and will be deployed as a group. The main
mission of the 2-year project
is to use the constellation to
carry out radio communication experiments via a network of UHF/VHF Amateur
Radio ground stations
around the world.
Four faculty members —
including Yasuhiro Tokunaga, JG6YBW — and 15
students at Japan’s Kyushu
Institute of Technology
(Kyutech) are coordinating
the experiment, with participation from student engi-

20/9 Radio Club, Inc. - www.20over9.org

neering teams at universities in Bangladesh, Ghana,
Mongolia, Nigeria, Thailand,
and Taiwan. Project literature and news releases describe the BIRDS project as
a five-satellite constellation,
but the International Amateur Radio Union (IARU
IARU)
IARU reports frequency coordination requests for only four.
The challenges will be to
distinguish each CubeSat
from its companion spacecraft transmitting on the
same frequency, hand over
operation of a satellite from
one ground station to another, and assemble the
satellite data — such as
housekeeping telemetry,
music and Earth images —
obtained at different ground
stations.
Radio amateurs have been
invited to join the network to
assist in the data downlink
and reconstruction of patchy

satellite data into meaningful data. Orbit information
and the operational plan of
each satellite will be made
available to the Amateur
Radio community, along
with software to decode the
satellite data.
One unusual onboard mission is a digi-singer (SNG),
aimed at broadcasting music from space to Earth. The
SNG music-exchange mission will take music in MIDI
format uploaded from Earth,
process it onboard using a
vocal synthesizer, and retransmit it back to Earth on
UHF FM.
Amateur Radio stations that
successfully decode the
telemetry data, music, and
Earth images will receive a
QSL card from the BIRDS
team. The reconstructed
data will be posted.
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Bouvet 3Y0Z DXpedition Website Goes Live
Reported (8/12/2016) by ARRL

officially inaugurated its fundraising effort.

The website for the 3Y0Z Bouvet DXpedition
planned for early 2018 is now open. Bouvet
is the second most-wanted DXCC entity. The
website details the vast DXpeditioning experience of the 3Y0Z team members.

A dependency of Norway, Bouvet is a
subantarctic island in the South Atlantic.
The last Bouvet activation was 3Y0E, during a scientific expedition over the winter of
2007-2008. — Thanks to The Daily DX

3Y0Z plans to be active on all available
bands using traditional modes coupled with
“the very best antennas, radios, and amplifiers.” The team’s stay on what it’s calling “the
most remote island on Earth” could be as
long as 3 weeks, weather permitting.
The DXpedition leaders said they hope to
make tens of thousands of contacts from
3Y0Z “consistent with the safety of the operating team.” At this point, the DXpedition has

Annual IOTA DXpedition Plans Morph into Visit to a Rare One — Aves Island (YV0)
Reported (8/11/2016) by ARRL

An unexpected invitation
from the Venezuelan Navy
gave rise to a DXpedition to
Aves Island — Isla de Aves —
(YV0), the current number
17 on the ClubLog DXCC
Most Wanted List.
List
While trying to organize its
annual IOTA DXpedition to
Los Monjes Island (SA-015),

members of the Asociación
de Radioaficionados de
Venezuela (ARV) and Grupo
DX Caracas received the
surprise Navy invite. Aves
Island was last activated on
February 13, 2007, by
YW0DX.
Plans call for an August 31
departure with “a restricted
number of operators,” to
including both experienced

and new operators from the
Navy. The exact dates of
operation are dependent on
the Navy. The group will be
on the air for up to 10 days
as YX0V, with the full support of the Navy.
Despite the last-minute
change of plans, a team has
been chosen, as well as radios and antennas, and
other logistics.

The tiny Aves Island is situated
west of the Leeward Islands. It’s
only about 1200 feet long and
some 150 feet wide.

20/9 To Assist with STEM Implementation at Newton Falls Schools
The 20/9 club will assist
with the implementation of a
STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Math) program for the students of
Newton Falls Schools. New
members Shawn (KE8ENU)
and Marianne (KE8ENV)
Donley are employees at the
school district. They received their “Tech” license

and have worked with the
club through the summer of
2016 on a goal of bringing
the program to the school
district. Shawn is the Technology Coordinator of the
school district and the advisor of a Technology Club.
Marianne teachers Biology
at the High School level and
assists with Camp Invention

during the summer as well.
The couple brings and educational background to the
team and is working with
members to adapt the Amateur Radio classes for
grades 6-12. The couple is
working with George, Dottie,
and Andrew for the creation
of an 18 week program that
will be presented after

school in a club type environment. At the end of the 18 week
program, the students will able
to test for their license, and the
club will have an outline of a
program that can be offered to
other schools in the area. This
is a great opportunity to bring
Amateur radio to a younger
population and adding to the
great services offered by the
club.

20/9 Radio Club, Inc. - www.20over9.org
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Silly Science Sunday - September 18, 2016
The 20/9 Amateur Radio
Club will have a booth at
this year’s Silly Science
Sunday. We will be
demonstrating the science behind Amateur
Radio by allowing the
kids the opportunity to
get on the air and speak
with others from around
the world. If you wish to
come out and help out at
the booth, we will be
setup right in front of the
“Oh Wow!” science center. Contact Dottie for
more details.

This annual event is when
OH WOW! spills out onto the
streets of downtown
Youngstown to offer
more hands-on, interactive STEM displays,
exhibits, and stage
shows! Thanks to
our Event Sponsors,
we hope more than
5,000 people will be
able to take part in
this FREE day of exploration & experimentation! Help us
break the world record for the most

beach balls in the air at one
time as part of this year’s
event.

Find out more about this
event at:
http://ohwowkids.org/7http://ohwowkids.org/7-daysdays-of
-stem/

Louisiana Amateur Radio Emergency Service Volunteers Standing Down
Reported (8/20/2016) by ARRL

Widespread flooding in
Louisiana. [Civil Air Patrol photo]

[UPDATED 20162016-080821@1342 UTC] In an August
20 (2116 UTC) status update on Amateur Radio
Emergency Service (ARES)
operations in Louisiana,
Assistant Section Manager
Matt Anderson, KD5KNZ,
said that Louisiana ARES is
in the process of deactivating from the recent flood
response, and the need for
volunteers has ended.
“All ARES personnel should
released by this evening,”
said Anderson, who has
been currently serving as
the Incident Point of Contact
in Baton Rouge. “Several
amateurs will remain on
site, reporting directly to the
Red Cross as they begin to
transfer to recovery operations. We greatly appreciate
all the assistance from ARRL
HQ and the many Sections
who provided support to the
operation.”

20/9 Radio Club, Inc. - www.20over9.org

ARES volunteers in Louisiana were in the 6th day of
operations in response to
the recent flooding catastrophe in Louisiana, which also
affected parts of Mississippi. ARES has been providing communication support
to the Red Cross in five Louisiana parishes following
record flooding in the state.
Several shelters and Red
Cross chapter offices are
operating at full capacity.
Amateur Radio volunteers
from Alabama, Arkansas,
and Mississippi volunteered
to serve at multiple Red
Cross chapters and shelters
throughout the affected
area. With local and parish
resources stretched to the
limit, ham radio volunteers
have been serving as the
communication link between Red Cross shelters
and command centers, relaying information on the
needs at each shelter back
to Red Cross offices.

Brad Kieserman, the Vice
President of Disaster Services Operations and Logistics for the American Red
Cross, called the flooding
disaster “the worst to hit the
United States since Superstorm Sandy, and we anticipate it will cost at least $30
million – a number which
may grow as we learn more
about the scope and magnitude of the devastation.”
According to estimates,
more than 40,000 homes
were damaged or destroyed,
leaving tens of thousands of
residents displaced. The
flooding also left 13 people
dead. As of early today, the
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) was
reporting that about 3100
evacuees remained in Red
Cross shelters. The Louisiana Emergency Operations
Center remains at full actiContinued on page 14
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FEMA Teaming with Amateur Radio Clubs to Present Preparedness Information
Reported (8/12/2016) by ARRL

September is National Preparedness Month.
As part of its focus on community education
and preparation, FEMAoffers
a “Family
FEMA
Emergency Communications Plan” to help
families work out their communication
strategies in the event of an emergency.
ARRL is partnering with FEMA to offer this
material to interested Amateur Radio clubs
that are willing to present it in their localities
during National Preparedness Month. While
the FEMA presentation focuses on the Family Communications Plan and doesn’t specifically mention ham radio, the material offers
Amateur Radio clubs a great opportunity to
raise their visibility in their communities.

Liaison Sara Varela will take place on Tuesday, August 23, at 8 PM EDT (Wednesday,
August 24, at 0000 UTC), to offer background and training for any club wishing to
present FEMA’s Family Emergency Communications Plan material in September.
Registration is requested. The presentation
of the FEMA material to local communities
should take approximately 1 hour. It will
include a PowerPoint presentation and
links to worksheets that families can discuss and fill out together.
Clubs are free to offer additional presentations on their activities following presentation of the FEMA material.

A webinar with FEMA Region 1 Preparedness

Woodpecker Antenna Becomes Drone Obstacle Course
Reported (7/31/2016) by ARRL

neyed to one of the antenna
sites in Ukraine to use it as
Veteran hams remember the an obstacle course for drone
infamous “Russian Woodflying.
pecker” over-the-horizon
radar that wreaked havoc on Go to:
the HF bands in years past.
https://www.youtube.com/
Recently, Anthony Cake,
watch?v=YhJpdCZNSDc
HB9EIG/G1RUL (son of
to watch the wild video.
Brian Cake, KF2YN, author
of ARRL’s Antenna Designer’s Notebook),
Notebook jour-

Georgia Radio Amateur Fined $1000 for Failure to Properly Identify
Reported (7/29/2016) by ARRL

The FCC has fined a Georgia
radio amateur $1000 for
failing to properly identify. A
Forfeiture Order issued to
David J. Tolassi, W4BHV, of
Ringgold, was released on
July 29. The FCC had proposed the fine 1 year ago in
a Notice of Apparent Liability for Forfeiture (NAL
NAL),
NAL noting that Tolassi had been

warned the previous summer about not following Part
97 ID rules. The FCC said at
the time that Tolassi’s
“deliberate disregard” of the
earlier warning warranted
the proposed penalty that it
now has reaffirmed and assessed.
“Failure to transmit call sign
information undermines the
purpose of the Amateur Ra-

dio Service by preventing
licensed users from identifying a transmission’s
source,” the FCC Enforcement Bureau Forfeiture Order said. The FCC said Tolassi did not deny that he
transmitted on 14.313 MHz
on the date in question, but
argued that his comments
were within the 10-minute
window mandated by the
rules. The FCC disagreed,

however, noting that Tolassi
never identified during 15 minutes of transmissions that
agents had monitored.
The FCC turned away Tolassi’s
request to cancel the NAL and
substitute a Warning Letter, asserting that the FCC has issued
multiple warnings before imposContinued on page 14
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Ohio Parks on the Air 2016
Make sure to mark your calendar for the 2016 Ohio
State Parks On The Air
(OSPOTA) contest – September 10, 2016. The contest is
always held on the first Saturday following the Labor
Day holiday. Each year this
event has grown and we
anticipate another year of
growth with even more participating Amateur Radio
Operators.
Let me remind you that the
OSPOTA contest was conceived with three main goals
in mind:

1. To promote public
awareness of amateur
radio and Ohio’s beautiful state parks system

right by the beach near the
amphitheater. The times for
Ohio State Park on the air
are from 12 p.m. until approximately 8 p.m.

2. To contribute to the
recognition that Ohio
has a very diverse and
wonderful ecology

We will be setting up starting around 10 a.m. Hope to
see you there!

3. To promote camaraderie within the ranks of
Ohio’s Amateur Radio
Operators
20/9 Will be participating
this year broadcasting from
the Lake Milton State Park
on the Craig Beach side

Find out more about Ohio
Parks on the Air at:
http://www.ospota.org/
ospota/index.php

New Hamvention Venue: “You Will Be Very Impressed,” Chairman Assures
Reported (8/10a/2016) by ARRL

Dayton Hamvention®
Hamvention is
moving on after 52 years at
Hara Arena, and 2017
preparations at the show’s
new venue in Xenia, Ohio,
now are in full swing, two
Hamvention officials explained this week on the
Amateur Radio Roundtable
webcast hosted by Tom
Medlin, W5KUB. Hamvention announced on August 1
that it would relocate to the
Greene County Fairgounds,
Fairgounds
after Hara Arena made it
known that it would close at
month’s end. Hamvention
2017 General Chair Ron
Cramer, KD8ENJ, and official spokesperson Mike Kalter, W8CI, fielded questions
from Medlin and callers during the hour-long August 9
show. Cramer said some
members of the Amateur
Radio community entertain
preconceived notions about
the new venue that are “far
off base,” and he and Kalter
20/9 Radio Club, Inc. - www.20over9.org

wanted to set the record
straight.
“Change is hard for everyone, but I think this is a very
good move for us,” Cramer
said. “You will be very impressed.” Kalter echoed the
sentiment. “We want to start
out great and get awesome,” he said. Kalter said
there’s been a lot of secondguessing, but that “a lot of
overriding factors” and yearlong search led to the selection of Greene County Fairgrounds.
Kalter assured those planning to attend Hamvention
that Fairgrounds buildings —
particularly those used for
showing livestock during the
county fair — are “absolutely
clean” and well maintained
(see attached layout map).
He and Cramer expressed
confidence that everyone
will find plenty of available
parking and room for all

traditional Hamvention activities — more than may be
evident at first glance. Vendors who have already visited the new site to get the
lay of the land went away
“excited,” they said.
At this point, no hard-andfast decisions have been
made as to how Hamvention
will put the available buildings and space to use next
spring, but Cramer and Kalter said the Fairgrounds
staff has been especially
helpful. “We’re all working
together now to make this
happen,” Kalter said, and
that Hamvention officials
remain open to questions
and suggestions.
Cramer took time to quash
one misconception about
Hara Arena. “Even though
they had air conditioning,”
he said, “air conditioning
was never used there. The
doors were open, and they
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New Hamvention Venue continued...
did not want to turn on the air conditioning unless the
doors were closed. So, I don’t think air conditioning
was used at all — at least in the last 10 years.”
Some air conditioned space already available at the
new venue may be suitable for such activities as forums, and the Fairgrounds is looking to upgrade existing ventilation systems in non-air conditioned buildings.
“We’re looking at the possibility of air conditioned
‘chalets’” for forums, Kalter said.
The prime area under consideration for the popular
outdoor flea market is inside the racetrack oval, they
said, and additional adjacent space is available, if it’s
needed.

ter added that the Fairgrounds staff is working on upgrading the Internet “pipe” to the venue.
As for the admission price, “We’re still working on that,”
Kalter said. “We have not made a decision. We may
leave it at the same price or slightly more than that, but
no great increase.” Tickets this year were $20 in advance and $25 at the gate for all 3 days.
Cramer and Kalter said Hamvention anticipates being
ready to start selling tickets and vendor spaces by November — and perhaps earlier.

Kalter stressed that the sponsoring Dayton Amateur
DARA)
Radio Association (DARA
DARA puts “an awful lot back into
ham radio in donations,” all raised entirely through
The venue will have wireless Internet coverage. “We’ve Hamvention.
already moved some of the equipment out of Hara, and
we think it will do a good job there,” Cramer said. Kal- “We need your help. We need your support,” Kalter said.

New SO-50 Distance Record Set in Youth DX Adventure Contact
Reported (8/08/2016) by ARRL

3205 miles)!

Escorting them has been Joe
Binkley, KD8YPY; Sharon
When Patrick Stoddard,
Faith Hannah is among the
Willet, KM4TVU, and James
WD9EWK, in Phoenix, Ariyoung radio amateurs taking Lea, WX4TV, who is Faith
zona, worked Faith Hannah
part in the 2016 Dave Kalter Hannah’s father. The budLea, AE4FH — on Saba and
Memorial Youth DX Advending DXers/DXpeditioners
operating as PJ6Y — the con- ture (YDXA
YDXA),
YDXA at the station of
will be on the air from Saba
tact broke the distance reJeff Jolie, PJ6/NM1Y. This
until August 9.
cord on the SOSO-50
year’s youth team included
(SaudiSat) satellite. The Au- Morgan Croucher, KD8ZLK;
gust 7 Arizona-to-Saba conRuth Willet, KM4LAO, and
tact came in at 5168.753
Faith Hannah Lea, AE4FH.
kilometers (approximately

Faith Hannah Lea, AE4FH, at PJ6Y with
Sharon Willet, KM4TVU (left), and Faith
Hannah's dad, James Lea WX4TV.

Amateur Radio Plays Critical Role in Mountain Rescue
Reported (8/08/2016) by ARRL

Glenn Fowler, N5TDJ, of Allen, Texas, reported via
Facebook that Amateur Radio served him well on August 4.
“We were on a treacherous
Jeep trip up at about 13,000
feet with several other Jeeps
in Colorado,” he said in his
post. “One person there
from Texas had a heart at-

tack. There was no cell
phone service."

they could intercept the
trail.”

"I tried a few repeaters and
the National Simplex Frequency and was amazed
that no one was monitoring
any of them. I kept trying
and finally reached an ARES
station on a Breckenridge
linked repeater that took our
GPS coordinates and dispatched an ambulance to
meet us at the first place

Fowler reports the individual
who suffered the heart attack was hospitalized, “and,
thankfully, he received lifesaving help from paramedics a lot sooner, due to ham
radio.” Fowler is a member
of the Plano Amateur Radio
Club.

Ham radio was able to summon help for a
heart attack victim during this Jeep excursion
in the Colorado mountains. [Courtesy of Glen
Fowler, N5TDJ]
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Growth in New Amateur Radio Licensees Ahead of Last Year’s
Reported (8/09/2016) by ARRL

The ARRL Volunteer Examiner Coordinator (VEC) reports that 20,447 new US
Amateur Radio licenses
have been issued since
January 1. That’s nearly
1500 ahead of the number
that had been issued by this
time last year. At the present pace, the US is on track
to exceed 30,000 new radio
amateurs for the third
straight year by the end of
the year.

aware that without some
mentoring, these new hams’
initial curiosity and enchantment may fade if they don’t
get on the air right away,”
said ARRL VEC Manager
Maria Somma, AB1FM.
“Let’s show these new hams
what the magic is all about,”
she urged.
In addition, the ARRL VEC
reports that upgrades are on
track to reach nearly 11,000
by year’s end.

“While I am thrilled with this
prospect, I’m also keenly

Now Free of HAARP, US Air Force Still Wants to Tinker with the Ionosphere
Reported (8/11/2016) by ARRL

Earth viewed from the
low ionosphere.
[Courtesy of Stanford
University]

The US Air Force concept is aimed at improving long-distance radio
communication, which
currently relies on the
ionosphere. [NOAA
graphic]

A lot of radio amateurs bemoaning the recent spate of
poor HF conditions would love
to have a way to improve propagation — perhaps without even
having to rely on the whims of
the Sun. The US Department of
Defense is thinking along the
same lines. An August 9 article
in New Scientist reports that
the US Air Force is exploring a
plan to bombard Earth’s upper
atmosphere with ionized gas
dispersed from CubeSats. According to the New Scientist
article by David Hambling, the
Air Force hopes to improve long
-distance radio communication
by “detonating plasma bombs”
in the upper atmosphere, and
the military branch has contracted with corporate and university researchers to figure out
how to make this a reality.
The US Air Force is no stranger
to ionospheric tinkering, having
just last year transferred the
High Frequency Active Auroral
Research Project (HAARP) facility to the University of Alaska
Fairbanks (UAF), which hopes
to restart it next year. HAARP’s
super-power RF in the high-
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frequency spectrum has been
used stimulate the ionosphere
and create a plasma cloud that
could support HF radio propagation; it also has been used to
study how the ionosphere functions.
The trick with using CubeSats
to disperse ionizing gas above
Earth is coming up with a
plasma generator small enough
to fit within a CubeSat and controlling how the plasma will
disperse. New Scientist said
General Sciences of Souderton,
Pennsylvania, and Enig Associates of Bethesda, Maryland,
are working with scientists at
Drexel University and at the
University of Maryland, respectively, on separate methods to
produce plasma.
An August 9 article in Philly
Voice by Michael Tannenbaum
said the nearly $150,000 contract with General Sciences and
Drexel University proposes to
develop a plasma gas generation device “based on the use
of highly exothermic condensed
phase reactions yielding temperatures considerably higher
than the boiling points of candidate metal elements with resid-

ual energy to maximize their
vapor yield and, with high probability to enter associative ionization (chemi-ionization) reactions with atmospheric oxygen,”
the research Abstract explains.
The Abstract says researchers
also will explore hardware development for controlledrelease options. The benefit,
according to the Abstract?
“New ways of communication
will become available to [the
Department of Defense] with
significant benefits to the defense of the country.”
For its part, Enig Associates has
announced that its collaboration with the University of Maryland will lead to “an innovative
and novel electrical approach,
using in-house designed explosive-driven flux compression
generators to convert explosive
chemical energy into electromagnetic energy with very high
current output and superb energy conversion efficiency.” The
researchers will aim to design
“an integrated generator device
whose form factor fits inside an
air-launched vehicle or sounding rocket.”
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The K7RA Solar Update
Reported (8/12/2016) by ARRL

September 4-5

After two days of no sunspots on August 3-4,
solar activity resumed with both sunspot
number and solar flux rising into the 90s.
Average daily sunspot numbers rose from
10.7 in the last reporting week to 52 this
week (August 4-10). Both averages were
suppressed by having a sunspot number of
zero on the last day of the old week and
again on the first day of the most recent
week.

Parenthesis means lower probability of
increased activity.

Average daily solar flux rose from 72.1 to
87.9. Average planetary A index went from
13 to 14.6, and average mid-latitude A index
from 11.9 to 13.7.

http://bit.ly/2bmCugb

The latest solar flux prediction from USAF/
NOAA shows 95 on August 12, 90 on August
13-15, 95 on August 16-18, then 90 and 85
on August 19-20, 75 on August 21-26, 80
on August 27 through September 1, then 85,
95, 100 and 105 on September 2-5, 100 on
September 6-9, 95 on September 10-13,
with flux values dropping to 75 on September 17-22 before rising again.
Predicted planetary A index is 12 and 8 on
August 12-13, 5 on August 14-15, then 8,
12, 10 and 8 on August 16-19, 5 on August
20-23, 15 on August 24-25, 5 on August 2628, then 15, 25 and 18 on August 29-31, 15
on September 1-2, then 12, 8 and 5 on September 3-5, 12 on September 6-7, 8 on September 8, 5 on September 9-10 and 12 on
September 11-12.
Petr Kolman, OK1MGW sends this:
Geomagnetic activity forecast for the period
August 12-September 7, 2016
Geomagnetic field will be:
Quiet on August 26-27
Mostly quiet on August 12-14, 17-18, 22,
September 7
Quiet to unsettled on August 15, 19, 23, 31,
September 1-3, 6
Quiet to active on August 16, 20-21, 24-25,
28-30, September 4-5
Active to disturbed on August (29-30)
Increased solar wind from coronal holes are
expected on August 20-21, 23-24, 28-30,

In 1967, the US government mis
-interpreted a strong solar storm
and thought the Soviet Union
was jamming all our radar. Allegedly this took us to the brink of
Max White, M0VNG, of Worcester, England Armageddon.
sent this fascinating piece from New Scientist about the US Air Force deploying microsats to release plasma into the ionosphere. http://bit.ly/2aPNOP0
This creates artificial clouds of ionization
which should improve HF propagation:
http://bit.ly/2bh7QQV
Thanks to Max White and David
Moore for the above articles.

Richard Ferry, K2KA, of Westford, Massachusetts worked HH2AA (call sign of Radio
Club D'Haïti) in Port-au-Prince, Haiti at
For more information concerning
1552 UTC on August 9, 2016. This was a 6
radio propagation, see the ARRL
meter CW QSO.

Technical Information Service at
http://arrl.org/propagation--ofhttp://arrl.org/propagation
of-rfrfFifteen minutes later it's confirmed on
signals.
signals For an explanation of the
LOTW!
numbers used in this bulletin, see
http://arrl.org/thehttp://arrl.org/the-sunsun-thethe-earthearth-the
“That is awesome and for the life of me
-ionosphere.
ionosphere An archive of past
can't figure out why it takes some stations
propagation bulletins is at http://
months to upload to LOTW? I upload every
arrl.org/w1awarrl.org/w1aw-bulletinsbulletins-archivearchiveday.”
propagation.
propagation More good information
I believe the club station at HH2AA is an HF and tutorials on propagation are at
http://k9la.us/.
http://k9la.us/

remote base station, and they have devised some way to automatically send confirmations to LOTW, frequently and in real Monthly propagation charts between four USA regions and twelve
time.
“Later in the day I worked Europe, nothing
new but did work CT1HZE at 1827Z and
heard CS5BALG/B.

overseas locations are at http://
arrl.org/propagation.
arrl.org/propagation

Instructions for starting or ending
email distribution of ARRL bulletins
http://arrl.org/bulletins
“I also worked CO8LY on July 24th at 0021 are at http://arrl.org/bulletins.

on JT65 and again on CW on July 25
1447Z. He also has a good QSL system.
Send to his manager EA7ADH. Have
worked him on 40 through 6 meters now.
Always get a card.
“My station here is the ICOM IC-7700 (160
to 6, 200W), an IC-7100 (160 to 70 centimeters, 100W), Ameritron AL811H amplifier for 160 to 10 meters, dipoles on HF
bands, a 5 element M2 6 meter Yagi at 40
feet, a 10 element and 19 element Yagis
on 2 meters and 70 centimeters at 30
feet.”

Sunspot numbers for August 4
through 10 were 0, 36, 33, 63, 91,
72, and 69, with a mean of 52.
10.7 cm flux was 76.3, 79.8, 83.1,
92.7, 96.4, 92.3, and 95, with a
mean of 87.9. Estimated planetary
A indices were 18, 16, 14, 12, 12,
14, and 16, with a mean of 14.6.
Estimated mid-latitude A indices
were 17, 16, 13, 12, 9, 15, and 14
with a mean of 13.7.
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Encouraging Others Through S.T.E.M.

We have a purpose not
only as a club but as representatives for the amateur radio service, while it
is most definitely a hobby
that anyone from all
walks of life can enjoy
and do, it is also a service
in building more licensed
operators as well as helping our communities from
across town to around
the world. Amateur radio
also allows people with
interests in radio science
and electronics in general
to experiment and gain

valuable skills and for
those in school or attending college it is a great
area to get hands on experience that is a common prerequisite for the
challenging careers in the
vast field of electrical engineering and electronics.
In schools S.T.E.M. is the
big drive in getting kids
involved in building
things, learning harder
disciplines, and helping
the next generation compete on the world stage in
the 21st century. S.T.E.M.

which stand for Science,
Technology, Engineering,
and Mathematics fits
amateur radio perfectly
as it basically was the
original S.T.E.M. program
for the 20th century.

INVITE YOUR
FRIENDS
BRING YOUR
KIDS!

Search is On for GPS Buoys Intruding on 10 Meters
Reported (8/12/2016) by ARRL

This screenshot shows two driftnet buoys on 28,040 kHz transmitting carriers and identifying in
CW after a short break. These are
located in the Atlantic off the west
coast of Spain. The left is buoy
“EZ,” and the right is buoy
“SYE.” [Wolf Hadel, DK2OM]

Radio amateurs in Portugal
have intensified the search for
GPS buoys that are illegally
operating and intruding on 10
meters. A recent International
Amateur Radio Union Region 1
Monitoring System (IARUMS
IARUMSIARUMSR1)
R1 report indicated that one
such buoy was operating 24/7
on 28.100 MHz, using F1B
mode (RTTY), 51 baud, 270 Hz
shift. IARUMS-R1 also has
posted a lengthy and growing
list of intruding driftnet fisheries buoys, transmitting CW in
various parts of 10 meters. A
group of Portuguese radio amateurs has volunteered to identify the location of GPS buoy
clusters that have been transmitting “for years” on 10 meters, an exclusive Amateur Radio allocation.
“So far, we have had some
success in determining the
location of the few that we can
receive when propagation allows,” said Paulo Teixeira,
CT2IWW, the team spokesperson. “The data suggest that
these clusters are located in
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the Atlantic, alongside the
coasts of Africa and Europe,
but it’s possible that they are
present elsewhere.”
The F1B transmissions consist
of 3 second RTTY bursts. Individual transmissions are 10
seconds apart, and the cycle
repeats every 5 minutes. Frequencies are between 28.000
and 28.120 MHz, at 5 kHz intervals.
“So far we detected them on
28,010, 28,025, 28,035,
28,050, 28,065, 28,075, and
28,101 kHz,” Teixeira said,
“but we believe that other frequency ranges are possible.”
The group has asked radio
amateurs living along the Atlantic coast, to look for these
transmissions and record them.
Teixeira said poor propagation
is making it difficult to obtain
additional samples.
“More recordings are needed in
order to get greater consistency
of the decoded data and, possibly, work on a automated or
semi-automated decoding solution,” he said. He stressed the

importance of indicating date,
time (UTC), frequency, and
mode. Recordings should be at
least 10 to 20 minutes long. Email results to CT2IWW via his
QRZ.com address.
Meanwhile, Jose Francisco de
Almeida, CT4AN, reported that
agents from Portugal’s telecoms
regulator ANACOM and maritime
police inspected 30 fishing, maritime tourism, and passenger vessels in Madeira, Douro, and Cascais, for illegal radio gear. According to IARUMS-R1, the two agencies
have undertaken several enforcement actions in commercial fishing
ports and marinas. Violations detected included the use of inadequate equipment or radio equipment operating outside the maritime mobile service bands. Twelve
ANACOM and 14 maritime police
took part in the operations, which
were reported to have resulted in a
decrease in offenses.
Illegal buoys of all types — fisheries,
driftnet, GPS, and Datawell
“Waverider” wave measurement
buoys — remain very active on 10
meters, according to Wolf Hadel,
DK2OM, the IARUMS-R1 coordinator. The July IARUMS newsletter
included more than three dozen
reports.
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A Word from the President Continued

Vice President’s Corner Continued

display of information and a new layout of the area.
Then to close out the week after the fair will be the Ohio State
Parks On the Air, we will be on the north side of Lake Milton in
Craig Beach Village where the Outdoor Nature Arts Amphitheater is along with real working restrooms and tall trees to block
the cold north wind if it exists considering this current warm
weather pattern we have been in all summer long. The idea is
simple to work as many State Parks as possible all modes and
bands, most of this will occur in the lower HF band to take
advantage of NVIS antenna patterns to work a 100-300 mile
diameter region.

ber 10th and that is for the Ohio state parks on the
air. We will be set up at the Lake Milton state park, on
the Craig Beach side right by the beach near the amphitheater. The times for Ohio State Park on the air
are from 12 p.m. until approximately 8 p.m.

I am hopeful we will have great weather for all these events so
everyone can enjoy the fun of ham radio, please look for the
online signup forms for these events, if you’re receiving this
via mail you can call about your interest as well. Speaking of
emails we will be retiring k8tkanews@hotmail.com for one that
represents the club better with the website.
To err is human... to really screw up requires the root password!
73, KC8RJS
George Meleski

We have a couple other events coming up in September. The first is a handheld event on Saturday September 17th and it will begin at 8 a.m. that morning
at the Newton Falls High School. We will be assisting
with Communications for the Newton Falls Color Run.
The second event is on Sunday September 18th. This
will be Silly Science Sunday in downtown Youngstown
sponsored by the OhWow! Science Center.
We hope to see you at all the upcoming events!!
Please feel free to give us a call if you have any questions or if you would like to sign up and cannot do so
online.
73 for now
Dotti KC8SYF

FCC Fine Continued
ing fines in similar cases. The FCC countered that Tolassi was not being
treated any differently than other licensees have been. “Considering the
entire record and the factors discussed below, we find no reason to cancel,
withdraw or reduce the proposed penalty,” the Forfeiture Order said.
As the July 2015 NAL recounted, FCC agents used direction-finding techniques to pin down the source of a signal on 14.313 MHz to Tolassi’s residence. “The agents monitored and recorded transmissions during which Mr
Tolassi failed to transmit his assigned call sign,” the FCC said. “The agents
interviewed Mr Tolassi later that evening, and, while he admitted operating
that evening, he denied making the unidentified transmissions.” Nonetheless, the FCC determined that Tolassi “apparently repeatedly violated Section 97.119(a)” of the rules, and it reaffirmed that conclusion in the Forfeiture Order released on July 29.
Tolassi has a history with the Enforcement Bureau. In 2005, the Commission warned Tolassi, then WA1BHV and living in Vermont, that he risked a
substantial fine if he continued to violate the conditions of his 2004 license
renewal. After a series of “enforcement issues” relating to the operation of
KB1EVE, his call sign at the time, the FCC had renewed Tolassi’s General
class ticket on the condition that he refrain from 20 meter voice operation
for 3 years. The FCC had referred Tolassi’s renewal application to the Enforcement Bureau for review the previous year, after then-FCC Special
Counsel Riley Hollingsworth alleged that Tolassi had engaged in inappropriate on-the-air behavior.
Tolassi has 30 days to pay the fine.
20/9 Radio Club, Inc. - www.20over9.org

Louisiana Amateur Radio Emergency Service
Volunteers Standing Down Continued

vation, and more than 2800 National Guard personnel have been conducting flood relief operations around the clock.
According to FEMA, significant river flooding will persist into next week across portions of southern Louisiana, due to heavy rainfall late last week. Major flooding will mainly be along portions of the Mermentau
and Vermilion rivers into next week. Backwater flooding southeast of Baton Rouge is also expected to continue into next week, especially impacting St John the
Baptist, St James, Ascension, Iberville, East Baton
Rouge, and Livingston parishes.

